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Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order): 




• Election Day Holiday: No 
classes, rehearsals, lessons 
11/5/20 
• Advisory @11am 
11/10/20 
• Faculty/Staff  @ 11am 
• Convocation Recital @ 
11am 
11/12/20 
• SFSC @ 11am 
11/17/20 
• Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion @ 11am 
11/19/20 
• Music Ed @ 11am 
• History/Theory @ 11am 
12/1/20 
• Faculty/Staff  @ 11am 
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Allison Alcorn taught a 5-week Honors Exploration course, “Beethoven at 250: 
The Revolution Continues.” 25 students in the Honors Program, both music 
majors and non-music majors, studied Beethoven in the context of  his era and 
looked more deeply at Symphonies No. 3 and 9 and Fidelio. They presented 
research projects on some aspect of  Beethoven, his life, or compositions. Topics 
included a nutritional study of  Beethoven’s diet and the diets of  19th century 
Viennese people; a look at the intersection of  his musical work and physical/
mental health; the physics of  Beethoven’s deafness and music; Beethoven in a 
global pandemic; a watercolor painting based on Symphony No. 5; the political 
connections and influences in Beethoven’s music; an astrological analysis of  
Beethoven; Beethoven in Eastern cultures; and a variety of  lesson plans 
incorporating Beethoven across the disciplines. 
   
Glenn Block and the ISU Symphony String Orchestras, with graduate assistant 
conductors Nickolai Podvin and Matthew Clarke, have been in rehearsals 
planning for the November 14 Educational Outreach concerts that will be 
streamed live from the stage of  the ISU Center for Performing Arts Concert 
Hall. The orchestra members have been meeting on-line since the beginning of  
the semester studying the philosophy behind orchestra educational concerts. 
Professional orchestra resources have been viewed, and Music Education
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Professor Dr. Rachel Grimsby presented two lectures on 
learning theories for young children. The grad 
conductors and orchestra members have been involved 
in writing scripts and preparing for the concerts.  In 
addition, the ISU Symphony has been rehearsing a 
world premiere string piece by composer Claudio 
Alsuyet, from Buenos Aires, Argentina. Maestro Alsuyet 
has attended live ISU rehearsals via ZOOM and been 
part of  the rehearsal process. Maestro Alsuyet will be 
one of  the invited guests for the on-line RED NOTE 
MUSIC FESTIVAL in February, 2021. The final week 
of  Face to Face rehearsals fo r the semester will take 
place prior to the Thanksgiving recess and will be 
dedicated to preparing and recording music for the ISU 
School of  Music Holiday Music Card. 
Geoffrey Duce has been spending time judging piano 
competitions that were moved online: He served for the 
second time as an adjudicator for the CS Music China 
Piano Competition, with entrants from China at junior, 
senior, and collegiate levels, and for the Virginia Music 
Teachers Association Northern District competition, 
where he heard outstanding senior high school students. 
Angelo Favis taught a virtual clinic to the guitar class 
at O'Fallon High School on October 26. The Linden 
Duo - Angelo Favis and Kimberly Risinger  - 
performed a virtual concert for the Illinois Symphony 
Orchestra's Sunday at Six Concert Series last June. 
Angelo also performed on October 13 as guest soloist in 
Vivaldi's Concerto for Guitar, RV 93 with the 
Muscatine Symphony Orchestra, conducted by SOM 
alumnus Brian Dollinger.  
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Upcoming Concerts 
11/5/20 Senior Recital: Nathaniel Chockley @ 7:00pm, 
Kemp* 
11/7/20  Senior Recital: Samuel Frosch @ 12:30pm, 
Kemp* 
11/7/20  Joint Recital: Andrew Ossler & Lorelei Junkel 
@ 2:00pm, CPA* & CPA livestream 
11/7/20  Junior Recital: Lottie Heckman @ 4:00pm,  
CPA* & CPA livestream 
11/7/20  Senior Recital: Jake Hackl @ 7:00pm, CPA* & 
CPA livestream 
11/8/20  Senior Recital: Mackenzie Ahlman @ 2:00pm, 
CPA* & CPA livestream 
11/10/20  Convocation Recital @ 11:00am, CPA 
livestream 
11/12/20  Senior Recital:  Devin Jackson @ 7:30pm, 
CPA* & CPA livestream 
11/14/20  Redbird Musical Adventures Orchestra 
Concert @ 10:00AM and 11:00am, CPA livestream 
11/14/20  Senior Recital: Sara Johnson @ 2:00pm, 
Kemp* 
11/14/20  Graduate Recital: Trevor Gould @ 3:30pm, 
Kemp* 
11/14/20  Senior Recital: Wyatt Onsen @ 4:00pm, 
CPA* & CPA livestream 
11/14/20  Senior Recital: James Kieliszewski @ 
6:30pm, Kemp* 
11/14/20 Joint Recital: Mary Monaghan and Ben 
Wyland @ 8:00pm, Kemp* 
11/16/20  Guitar Studio Recital @ 7:30pm, Kemp* 
11/17/20  Senior Recital: Zakia Hart @ 7pm, Kemp* 
11/18/20  Graduate Recital: Nikolai Podvin @ 7:30pm, 
Kemp* 
11/19/20  Collaborative Piano Recital @ 7:00pm, 
Kemp* 
*Seating is limited, call for details 
CPA Livestream Access: 
www. Finearts.IllinoisState.edu/live 
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Phillip Hash is currently working as a consultant with 
the Mahomet-Seymour Schools to review their K-12 
music program. He also recently published two articles. 
The first, “Frank William Westhoff  (1863–1938): A 
Music Education Leader of  the Progressive Era,” 
appears in the Journal of  Historical Research in Music 
Education. Westhoff  served music supervisor in the 
Decatur (IL) public schools from 1893-1901. In 1901, 
he became the first full-time music instructor at Illinois 
State Normal University, where he taught methods 
classes, directed ensembles, and supervised music in the 
local public schools. The second article, “The Frederick 
Neil Innes/Conn National School of  Music, 
1915-1932,” will be published in the October issue of  
the Journal of  Band Research. 
 John Koch reports that MIOpera, Inc. (formerly the 
Midwest Institute of  Opera) held its inaugural Intensive 
Role Study program June 1-August 2, 2020. Due to 
Covid-19 preventing live performances,  16 participants 
from around the world joined us for this intensive role 
and musical study, dramatic coachings, language diction 
sessions, and weekly guest Master Classes with John 
Koch (MIOpera General Director), Tracy M. Koch 
(MIOpera Artistic Director), Dr. Timothy Semanik 
(Resident MIOpera conductor and Director of  
Orchestra at Bradley University), Dr. Carren Moham 
(Professor Emeritus of  IWU and former Artist Teacher 
of  Voice at Illinois State University) Prof. Yvonne 
Gonzalez-Redman (Past Resident Artist of  the 
Metropolitan Opera and Artist Teacher of  Voice at 
UIUC), Sarah Jenks(Coach/Accompanist) and Patricia 
Sheridan (Voice Specialist in New York City and  
MIOpera sustaining patron).  The culmination of  this 
project resulted in two 2-hour videos of  our 
participants’ accomplishments during our program 
that highlighted arias and scenes from Verdi’s La 
traviata, Mozart’s Don Giovanni and Rossini’s Il barbiere di 
Siviglia. Current ISU students Lottie Heckman, 
Aidan Singh and SOM alumni Macauley Allen, 
Sidney Megeff and Sherry Yang took part in the 
program, in addition to several past MIOpera singers.  
MIOpera is currently holding its second Intensive Role 
Study that focuses on Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette and 
Donizetti’s Don Pasquale which ends on November 22, 
2020.  Expanded to 30 participants, this session 
includes ISU alumnae Hayley Koch and Katherine 
Cosenza. Enjoy one of  MIO’s virtual concerts here! 
  
Joe Matson has continued to work as a copyeditor for 
Oxford University Press. Recent projects include books 
on Milton Babbitt, Monty Python, and the New World 
Symphony. In total, he has copyedited 30 books and 
more than 1,700 encyclopedia articles. 
During the last week of  October, Anne McNamara 
was one of  the featured artists for the International 
Trumpet Guild's "Listen and Learn" web series. This 
collection of  videos is representative of  the spirit of  
collaboration and sharing found in the ITG 
organization including trumpeters from major 
symphony orchestras, service bands, solo artists, 
professors and historical specialists in the trumpet field. 
Her recorded mini-lecture on "Applying Kaizen to 
Your Trumpet Playing" will be available for free on the 
ITG website. 
Tony Marinello has been coaching nearly 20 
different small wind ensembles and is happy to report 
that nearly every group will create a performance 
recording in the CPA by the end of  Week 11! The 
ensembles have been working very hard while sticking 
to necessary mitigation protocols. As has been said to 
many student ensembles: “Imagine how you would 
sound if  you could rehearse more than 30 minutes at a 
time once or twice a week!” The students have truly 
grown in terms of  individual musicianship. Tony has 
also stayed busy with as much outreach as is possible in  
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this new situation by meeting virtually with prospective 
students, music educators, and band programs 
including a virtual visit with the Huntley High School 
Wind Ensemble led by Illinois State University 
alumnus Kevin Krivosik.  Dr. Marinello was recently 
awarded the 2020 College of  Fine Arts Teaching 
Initiative Award - congratulations! 
Adriana Ransom will be the featured soloist with the 
Peoria Symphony on November 14th, performing 
Haydn’s Cello Concerto in C Major.  The performance 
will be aired on WTVP and WGLT later in November.  
Dr. Ransom also served as a judge for the MTNA 
Senior Competition (Illinois, strings) at the end of  
October.  Dr. Ransom wishes to thank faculty members 
Ruben Balboa, Cora Swenson Lee, Benjamin De 
Kock, Tuyen Tonnu, Ben Stiers, and graduate 
student Ruso Chuntishvili for their performances on 
the October 9th Recital Celebrating Latin American 
Heritage Month. Bravo! 
 
Cora Swenson Lee reports 
that the the Cello Studio 
welcomed Dr. Erin Ellis (Prof. 
of  West Virginia University) 
for a virtual residency on 
October 11th and 12th. Dr. 
Ellis gave a masterclass and a 
lecture recital on the D'all 
Abaco Caprices for solo cello.  
On October 18th, the ISU 
Cello Studio hosted its 13th 
annual Popper Day led by Dr. 
Lee. The recital featured ISU 
cello students and faculty 
performing duets and 
unaccompanied works. Additionally, 27 students 
from around the country took part in the day's 
events, which included a wellness workshop, a group 
technique class, and a masterclass.  
Justin Vickers recently accepted a new round of  
commissioned editorial updates and new entries for the 
Grove Dictionary of  Music and Musicians, NGIII 
(Oxford University Press) on a range of  British  
twentieth-century (and twenty-first-century) 
composers. Vickers has also been asked to review two 
new recordings for Nineteenth-Century Music Review (a 
journal of  Cambridge University Press) of  operas by 
Edward James Loder and Charles Dibdin. The  
Editorial Committee of  Musica Britannica (MB) has 
also named Vickers editor of  a new anthology of   
Songs 1900–1950, the first twentieth-century 
anthology of  songs in the 110-plus volume’s history. 
Vickers is especially pleased that Songs 1900–1950 will 
prominently feature the songs of  women composers —  
more than half  of  the volumes’ table of  contents and 
composers — alongside their male counterparts. 
(Previously, MB has only published the works of  two 
women composers, both of  whose c20 songs are also 
included in the volume, and Vickers seeks to right this 
historical wrong; Songs 1900–1950 also marks a 
decidedly twenty-first-century advance in the 
publication of  the art songs of  marginalized women 
composers.) Vickers is excited to be returning to the 
Concert Hall to continue recording with John Orfe, 
Geoffrey Duce, and Rachel 
Hockenberry in November.  
During the summer, Roger 
Zare composed a set of  three 
etudes for solo trumpet for the 
inaugural Next Generation 
Trumpet Competition. This 
online competition allowed 
college-aged trumpet players to 
compete by recording some of  
the fifteen total etudes composed 
for the competition. In addition 
to composing three etudes, Roger 
served on a discussion panel and 
judged the first round of  the competition. Roger also 
composed a new piece for the Gabriela Lena Frank 
Creative Academy of  Music Gig Thru COVID 
program, designed to help performers who lost their 
gigs by commissioning new pieces for them to premiere 
on YouTube throughout the summer. His energetic 
composition for violin and bass, Tessellation, was 
premiered by Danielle and Alex Goodin.  This fall, 
Roger has enjoyed every opportunity that has come up 
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to work with live musicians again around the Western 
PA region where he is now based and teaching all his 
courses remotely. He collaborated with the Indiana 
University of  Pennsylvania Symphony Orchestra, 
conducted by his wife, Alex Dee, for a performance of  
his Starry Night for string orchestra on October 9 and 
worked with music students at Mt. Lebanon High 
School in Pittsburgh for a performance of  his Lake 
Michigan Suite on October 20. On  
October 24, the Northwestern University Symphony 
Orchestra, conducted by Bob Hasty, performed his La 
Zebu Forte Overture for string orchestra, a piece that 
contorts and remixes music from Mozart's Die 
Zauberflöte. 
Announcements and Reminders 
If  you have facilities problems in Cook Hall, please 
contact Tim Schachtschneider. For problems in 
other spaces, contact Mona Hubbard. For 
emergencies after hours or on weekends, dial 438-5656.   
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 
225 will be listed on the University Calendar.  Please 
check your events for accuracy and let Peggy know if  
corrections need to be made.  If  your event does not yet 
have a description included, send text to Peggy so that 
she may add it to your event announcement.   
Safety Reminders: Remember to lock your office door 
when working outside of  regular business hours. If  you 
need an escort at night, call Redbird Safe Walk at 
438-8631.  
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2020-2021 Audition Dates 	 	  
      December 5th	 February 5th 
       January 16th		 February 6th 
       January 22nd	 March 27th 
       January 23rd 
Please mark your calendars! 
Congratulations to these students who 
completed their degree recitals in October! 
Andrew Bilgri, tuba 
Ye Eun Eom, piano 
Peyton Kerley, clarinet 
Andrea McAfee, saxophone 
Gianna Politano, saxophone 
Sophie Walker, voice 
Guanghao Xia, trumpet 
Other student news: 
Music therapy graduate student Nicole Cuevas has 
been named a Lela Winegarner Fellow by the ISU 
Graduate School. Congratulations! 
Graduate choral conductor Ahra Cho has been 
nominated by the CFA College Council for the 
Outstanding University Teaching Award (Level I - 
Masters).  Ahra’s teaching portfolio is currently being 
reviewed by the University Teaching Committee.  
Good luck, Ahra!
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